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IT is a wonderful, an

epic book. It remindedme of Arnold Bennett's
Old Wives' Tale. I couldn't
stop reading it, and as it is
long it played havoc with
what I ought to have been
doing.
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WE actually live in
San Francisco or

in the suburbs from 1849
to the tijne preceding the
fire . actually live for
Mrs. Norris absorbed in
her work, sympathetic with
it, not in merely the attitudeof a cool observer,
gives us what comes near to beingthe ' great American novel."
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THE book is aremarkableone, the
best thing Mrs. Norris has
done, an amazing picture
of an entire phase of Americanlife. Here is the truth
about the past generations
as it has not often been
told.
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JT is my ideal of the

novel, the thing that
I am always looking for.
This is the best novel I
have read since The Old
Wives' Tale.
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J find it a great documentof America. It
is the very heart of America.

It is like a novelization
of the creation of our

world.
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JTATHLEEN NORRIS
is the only writer

since Dickens to successfullytake up an obscure

family of plain people and
carry them down through
five generations.
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WHEN you stop to
think of the number

of characters she handles,
the individuality 6he gives
to each, the fidelity of
human nature, the truth
to life, I am bound in commonfairness and candor
to say that in my experienceit is one of the biggest
books ever written by anyone.
GENE STRATTON-PORTER
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"^^"EVER before has
^ Mrs. Norris proved

herself a greater artistthan
in this book, where she
deals with so many characters,with not one character
too many, each having its appointedplace in the story, with
its own individual personality
to round out the perfect whole.
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